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News from NIWA

Since NIWA’s 
inception in 
1992, Water & 
Atmosphere has 
been our flagship 
publication. Its 
purpose is to 
provide a non-
technical view of 
our research and 
consultancy. Our 
target audience 
for the magazine 

includes environmental groups, policy-
makers, resource managers, and high 
school science students and their 
teachers. 

Most issues include a range of topics 
from our core research areas. Recently 
we’ve also produced special single-
topic issues; these have included global 
warming, Antarctica, and our research on 
biodiversity and biosecurity. Each issue 
since September 2000 is available on 
NIWA’s website.

While our covers and layouts have 
changed from time to time, Water & 
Atmosphere’s editor has been a constant 
until just recently. Cathy Kilroy guided the 

magazine from its first issue until the middle 
of 2004, when she elected to take more 
time for her science. In addition to editing 
the magazine, Cathy has contributed articles 
on diatoms, periphyton, and other aspects 
of freshwater biodiversity over the years. 

Beginning with the issue for September 
2004, I have stepped into the role of editor, 
building on my involvement since 1995 as 
subeditor. Though I’ll miss working with 

Cathy, I hope 
to develop her 
skill and grace 
in telling the 
story behind the 
science. 

Last year 
we surveyed a 
portion of our 
subscribers to 
see how we 
were meeting 
expectations 

and how we might improve the magazine. 
We received several good ideas, especially 
from teachers, and we’ll begin to implement 
them with this new volume. For example, 
we’ve introduced a new feature to 
profile different members of NIWA’s 

Changing times for Water & Atmosphere

great staff; these 
will be written 
with an eye 
toward enticing 
our younger 
readers into the 
exciting world 
of scientific 
research. The 
first of these 
profiles is about 
Dr Rob Bell, a 

coastal engineer with expertise in hazard 
management. You can read about his 
reconnaissance mission to Thailand on 
page 27 of this issue.

We’ve also changed the Curriculum 
Connections by compiling all the 
teachers’ resources for the issue  into a 
single, colour-coded page to enhance 
our usefulness in the classroom (see page 
26). 

So, welcome aboard our lucky 13th 
volume. I hope you enjoy the read.

Janice Meadows
Editor, Water & Atmosphere

wa-editor@niwa.co.nz

New focus on coasts and oceans
NIWA’s National Centre for Coasts & Oceans is now fully 
operational.

The centre’s brief is to help guide sustainable resource 
exploration, management, and protection of the coasts and 
oceans. It does this by ensuring that research results get into the 
hands of the people who need to use them, including resource 
managers, industry, iwi, and government agencies.

In November last year, more than 100 invited guests attended 
the opening of the centre by Pete Hodgson, then Minister of 
Research, Science & Technology. The Minister said the new 
national centre was timely. For example, he said, understanding 
coastal processes such as erosion and the movement of 
sediment will matter a lot more as the country experiences 
increased storm events, and (later) rising sea levels, coupled 
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Science Minister Pete Hodgson speaking onboard 
RV Tangaroa at the opening of the new centre.

Contact the National Centre for 
Coasts & Oceans:
Dr Ian Wright, Centre Leader 
0-4-383 0332
coasts-oceans@niwa.co.nz
www.niwa.co.nz/ncco

with increasingly intensive aquaculture. 
The opening was held on NIWA’s deepwater research vessel, 

Tangaroa. Guests had a rare opportunity to tour the ship, and 
heard about some of the services provided by the centre. 
These include satellite remote sensing, ocean and coastal 
mapping for hydrographic, engineering, and nearshore mapping 
studies, modelling of the dispersal and impact of pollutants 
and sediment around the coasts, and marine environmental 
monitoring. Early initiatives the centre is developing are 
mapping methods for coastal and nearshore habitats, and the 
technology requirements to establish integrated coastal and 
ocean observing systems for real-time marine forecasting. One 
of the first offerings is a new wave-forecasting service, available 
online from the centre’s web pages. 


