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NIWA at a glance

NIWA is an internationally respected research 
organisation dedicated to creating and delivering 
innovative and unrivalled science-based products 
and services that enable people and businesses to 
make best use of the natural environment and its 
living resources, and derive benefit from them in a 
sustainable manner.
Our science provides the basis for sustainable resource 
management, and our consultancy services help 
clients solve problems on the use and management of:
n	 Atmosphere & Climate
n	 Natural Hazards
n	 Energy
n	 Freshwater
n	 Coast & Oceans
n	 Aquatic Biodiversity & Biosecurity
n	 Fisheries
n	 Aquaculture & Biotechnology

NIWA was established as a Crown Research Institute 
in 1992. It operates as a stand-alone company with 
its own board of directors and its shares are held by 
the Crown. In its establishment year, the company 
had 329 staff, revenue of $35.5 million, and assets of 
$20 million. Today, these measures have more than 
doubled or trebled: NIWA now has 651 staff at 15 
sites around New Zealand and another 16 in Perth, 
Australia, revenue of $106 million, and assets of 
$69 million.

NIWA Group consists of NIWA Science (the parent company) and seven 
other entities.
NIWA Science is the source of our innovative ideas and leading edge 
science, the creator of most of our intellectual property, the foundation of 
our extensive consultancy services, and the generator of the bulk of our 
revenue;
NIWA Vessel Management Ltd provides vessels for charter for scientific 
research;
NIWA Natural Solutions Ltd commercialises products and technologies 
developed by NIWA;
NIWA Australia Pty Ltd provides scientific research and consultancy 
services in Australia;
NIWA USA (which has registered not-for-profit and commercial entities) 
provides scientific research and consultancy services in the USA;
Unidata Pty Ltd (80% owned by NIWA) creates new technologies for 
environmental monitoring and real-time decision support networks;
EcoConnect Ltd was established to deliver web-based environmental 
forecasts in association with the UK Met Office;
CRL Energy Ltd (50% owned by NIWA) is an energy research and 
consulting business.

NIWA’s Ma–ori name Taihoro Nukurangi describes our work as studying the 
waterways and the interface between the earth and the sky.
Taihoro is the flow and movement of water (from tai ‘coast, tide’, and 
horo, which means ‘fast moving’).
Nukurangi is the interface between the sea and the sky (i.e., the 
atmosphere). Together, we have taken it to mean ‘where the waters meet 
the sky’.

www.niwa.co.nz
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a.forsythe@niwa.co.nz
Bream Bay Aquaculture Park
Station Road, Ruakaka
P O Box 147, Ruakaka
Tel: +64 9 432 5500
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Subsidiaries

NIWA Vessel 
Management Ltd
General Manager: 
Dr Rob Murdoch
301 Evans Bay Parade, 
Wellington
Private Bag 14901, Wellington
Tel +64-4-386 0550
Fax +64-4-386 0555
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NIWA Natural Solutions Ltd
General Manager: Nicholas Bain
369 Khyber Pass Road
Epsom, Auckland
Private Bag 99940
Newmarket, Auckland
Tel +64-9-375 2090
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General Manager: Matt Saunders
40 Ladner Street,
O’Connor, WA 6163
Tel	 +61-8-9331 8600
Fax	 +61-8-9331 8611
www.unidata.com.au

CRL Energy Ltd
Chief Executive: Dr Rob Whitney
68 Gracefield Road
Lower Hutt
P O Box 31244
Lower Hutt
Tel	 +64-4-570 3700
Fax	 +64-4-570 3701
www.crl.co.nz
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